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PART I

the
kidnapping




TES-COUGH! HUM... TEST, TEST.. TESTING

LEAD TO CONTROL, I'M SETTING LIP A VISUAL
AROLIND THE PLANET, STORM ETA IS... 2 MINUTES

T A

Ll7Res(C T SECTOR 71A || ASSIGNED SHIP : ECHO7 || STORM ETA: ZMINUTES
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UNIDENTIFIED——

FEED: PROBE 1




4(7Res(C{T  SECTOR 7IA Il ASSIGNED SHIP: ECHO7 I STORM ETA: 1 MINUTE

.

UNIDENTIFIED

FEED: PROBE 1

T SN\ SR, I ALSO GETING 4 NEW SIGNAL NEAR ECHO 7

e ———e]
LlTRes(-{]  FEED: PROBE 2
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DOES IT LOOK LIKE THEY CAN MAKE IT OUT OF m:lzs?/\/
ECHO MAY NEED T0 DO RESCUE OTHERWISE

—————————
LliResC FEED: PROBE 2







WELL, THE STORM ANOMALY 1S NOW AT FULL SIZE AROUND THE PLANET, SIR.

\/\/ THE CARGO SHIP WENT LIKE, SURFING RIGHT INTO IT. LIL' DUM DUMS

STOP GOOFING ARGLND, LEAD, OH NO NO. /\/\/
NOTIFY ECHO
/\/\, AYE, SIR



N BZZ L+-LEA F L-- ... LEAD FOR ECHO

B2z~ GOFOR ECHO =

STORM'S STABLE NOW.
CONTROL WANTS YOU TO GO IN COPY \q




HEY LEAD, I JUST BREACHED THE ANOMALY AND... THERE SEEMS TO BE A SHIPT "’—\/\

YEAH, THAT... THEY GOT CAUGHT IN THE STORM. CONTROL WANTS YOU TO DO RESCUE

INSTEAD OF THE READINGST
NO UH ... IN ADDITION TO. CONTROL SAYS YOU CAN DO THEM WHILE ON THE CARGO SHIP




HOW MANY ON BOARD?

IT'S FINE IT'S JUST..
WE'LL SEE ABOUT THOSE READINGS I GUESS
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OK LEAD, I'M DOCKED

ON THE CARGO SHIP
COPY THAT, WE ARE
SETTING UP YOUR
AUTO-EXTRACTION

CAPSULE
D ;
\ |
/

THEY ARE

GIVING
YOu 13
MINUTES

Ok YOU KNOW WHAT.
DONT TELL CONTROL,
I'M ADDING 2
MINUTES




A0 EXTRagmoy
1% MiNuTES 20 secq,

LEAD, IVE 6oT VA
WO BODIES |/
INCOMING FOR 28




AUTO EXTRACTION 1n: | A
2 MINUTES
4@ SECONDS IR

N

_ \3,\9""

W) ssmore 1000 [¥ 7,

Z

(TR “TT puo EXTRACTION IN: € MINUTES
T 30 SECONDS

THREE MORE T0 GO, S
THE COMMAND CENTER =~
IS UP AHEAD



AND THAT'S
THE LAST RESCUE/
ilil (=| YOU'RE WELCOME FOR THE
il =] EXTRA MINUTES TO DO
THE READINGS

ECHO, WE ARE 4
MISSING MANY DATA &2
| Pacuet, IS THE, —
\  CONNECTION OK? |
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HEY, HEY,
YOU ARE Ok




T DON'T KNOW
| WHERE YOU ARE

0| W somewsere
et UP S0 WE CAN SEE
ol ) s Loouis for )

ATO EXTRACTION COMPLETE.
| pLEASE STAY CALM UNTIL
| BEACON APPROACHES YOU




INTERMISSION

WELCOME TO THE
RESCUE SHUTTLE.
PLEASE REMAIN

EXTREMELY sTILL

WHO ADDED EXTRA MINUTES TO THE
EXTRACTION CAPSULEP?

T HOPE YOU'RE ENJOYING THE READ
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I JUST GOT THE
REFORT FROM YOLR
MISSION TODAY

FIRST OF ALL,
SORRY ABOUT THOSE |
EXTRA MINUTES ON

VGREAT JOB ON
THAT CARGO
SHIP. WE WERE

ABLE TO EXTRACT
ALL 68 CREW

MEMBERS, NOT

BUT You KNOW,
G0OD J0B

THE DATA READINGS ARE WHAT
WE GET PAID FOR, YOU KNOW.
AND WE DIDN'T GET NEARLY AS
MUCH AS WE NEEDED.
OH NO NO. THE SCIENCE ON
\ THAT STORM IS VERY ELUSIVE

WE'LL HAVE MORE
WORK T0 DO IN
THIS SECTOR, IT

SEEMS, WE CAN'T

AFFORD TO LOSE
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g &z o eres UL ]m]\
15 1T ONE OF  NOT THAT MANY OF Y 5
YOURS?  YOUR FOLK HERE,
h BUT STEALING ONE IS IT'S 50 TINY,
l —\  ABITMUCH. WHAT DO YOu
'I!.' ! OH NO NO
|
|{! :

THAT THING CAN'T
STAY ON THE SHIP
THOUGH.

—

T ||| "‘I”I '| |
‘ —M IT HAPPENS SURPRISINGLY UL'J,’; '
OFTEN. RESEARCH CLAIMS THESE
EPISODES ARE OF THE SAME NO FLY-BY, OH NO NO.
NATURE AS THE WHITE STORM. = YOU ARE GOING
SAME DESTRUCTIVE CAPABILITIES, STRAIGHT INTO THE

OH NO NO, THEY WANT IT

STORM THIS TIME.
NOWHERE NEAR THEIR LAB

IMMEDIATELY

THAT THING NEEDS TO

GO BACK TO WHERE IT
CAME FROM.

WE NEED YOU BACK IN 4
THE STORM &
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THE FACE OF SOMEBODY WHO'S
ABOUT TO JUMP INTO AN
INTERPLANETARY DEADLY STORM |
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SUPER CLOSE CALL ON
THAT EXTRACTION,

HUH?

HEY WE ARE A

TEAM! I GIVE

YOU TIME, AND
You

AND I
ALMOST DIE

S0 UNGRATEFUL

THAT ALMOST
KILLED ME

FOR YOU, ALWAYS.
HOW COME You

AREN'T UP ON_THE
LEAD SEATT

I 6ot
KICKED OUT FOR
YTAMPERING WITH
THE EVAC TIME"
MEH!

WHAT IS THIS
THING CALLEDP

CONTROL 5475 We
HAVE TO FLY IT OUT
RIGHT NOW

NO IDEA.
IT MOSTLY STAYS
ASLEEP, 80 I
HAVEN'T ASKED

WAIT, YOU GUYS ARE
COMING ALONG?

YES! THEY ARE
LETTING ALL OF
US INTO THE

CONTROL SAYS
THE CHANCES OF
SURVIVAL THROUGH
THE STORM ARE 33%.
HE WANTED TO MAKE
SURE ONE OF US
MADE IT




AND THUS, THE TEAM
PREPARED THEIR SHIPS FOR
THEIR INCOMING ADVENTLIRE.

FOR TO ESCORT THE
CREATURE BACK HOME, THEY'D
FIRST NEED TO FACE THE
DEADLY WHITE STORM.
MEET OUR HEROES!

]

=

ALWAYS A TRICK UP HIS SLEEVE,

CHIRP, SEASONED PILOT AND
TRAIL-WORN EXPLORER.

HE HAS ESCAPED DEATH MORE
THAN ANY OTHER

HOWL, THE SHINING YOUNG STAR OF THE
TEAM, BRIGHT, SWIFT AND BY FAR THE
WITTIEST AGENT IN ALL OF SQRESCO!

AND ECHO, THE PARTY POOPER




SCIENCE

FICTION  Y|7-\(d[¢

VENTUR

THE RAGTAG '\

TEAM 15 BACK!
REUNITED TO
EMBARK ON YET
ANOTHER
MISSION

WHAT LIES BEYOND THE MYSTERIOUS
INTERPLANETARY STORM? WHAT
DANGERS AWAIT OUR BRAVE
HEROES?T WHAT IS THE NATURE OF
THIS POOR BABY? ALL THAT AND
MORE AT THE TURN OF THIS PAGE,
DEAR READER!
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ITLKE TO PILOT A $40F, QUR READER MUST LOOK LK 4 S40¢ Ve
WONDER? ))
v / L/
\ IT'S AEROPYNAMIC ;

ALRIGHT TEAM, WE ARE

\
BREACHING THE GUTER LAYER .
OF THE STORM 1/ \

TRY T0 STAY CLOSE
TOGETHER, AND STAY ON
TOP OF THE COMMS
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PART [1

what did
you think
would happen
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THRUST STABILIZERS:

PLEASE STEER AWAY
FROM NOISE SOURCE
FOR OPTIMAL

CHANGES TO SHIP'S
INTEGRITY DETECTED. MISPLACED
STATUS REPORT
INCOMING STORAGE HULL:
, BREACHED
N (] CENTRAL HULL: _
] OBLITERATED
0K )_n ";,,v |
iy, i
S [ o | i
j YEAH rhgr
THE PICTURE
| FUEL TANK: \_,/m.. @“\IMW‘
| CAKED IN ASHES T
TR Y R
RADIO RECEIVER: | \ \ RE-ESTABLISHING CONNECTION
SUBJECTIVELY RADIO TRANSMITTER: WITH CONTROL CENTER...
OPERATIONAL QUESTIONABLE N —
A\ . ERROR: ACTIVE
\ \ ATMOSPHERE: // v INTERFERENCE DETECTED
ADEQUATE ‘ ‘)ﬁ.i INSIDE COCKPIT
FANCY NEW HELMET: W
UNNECESSARY /
SIGNAL DEGRADED.




< vu

BEEP BEEEEEP
B0O0O00OOP

SUCCESSFULLY
Re-gsTABLISHED [C
CONNECTION

BBZZ CO - BZZ
COPY THAT, CHIRP.
WE ARE GOING
THROUGH HOWLS
TRANSMISSIONS
RIGHT NOW

WE'VE GOT SEVERAL
TRANSMISSIONS FROM
HER, SOME OF THEM
ARE DAYS OLD.
LOCATION'S ALL OVER
THE PLACE, OH NO NO

ECHO TO CONTROL,
REPORTING STATUS

ON HER LOCATION

COPY THAT, CONTROL.
I'M GETTING A FAINT READ

T'LL HEAD OVER AND RUN A
SEARCH AROUND THE
PERIMETER

“I

COPY THAT, CHIRP.
SHOULD BE HARD TO MISS
THAT SHIP, JUST LOOK FOR A
GIANT SHO!







SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION: MASTER

CHARGE: 70%

- PRIMARY PROTOCOL: PROTECT
PROTECTION PROTOCOL STARTED
£ x
=2 i Qg
o mon oV
: ANALYZ g ., -
THREAT ANALYSIS PROTOCOL: MisiG | & —sillke, 41117
DEFAULTING TO COMBAT ROUTINES ST
COMBAT PROTOCOL:
DESTROY THEN SPEECH PROTOCOL:
INTERROGATE DOOH BUASTERS

COMMUNICATE DESTRUCTION g
—

PLEASE PREPARE

FOR OBLITERATION
7/ 7/1\:

PN

~

“i"l,

DOOM BLASTERS
CHARGE: 1é0%

Z




PROTECTION
PROTOCOL:
DOING GREAT

DOOM BLASTERS
CHARGE: 160% - NO

FURTHER OBLITERATION

o [\ 4e0106/Es FOR THE I\\O /! [\/O
M " NCONVENIENCE.
PLEASE STAND BY FOR '







COMBAT PROTOCOL: AIM AT THREAT
PROTECTION PROTOCOL: AIM AWAY FROM MASTER
COMBAT PROTOCOL: AIM AT THREAT
PROTECTION PROTOCOL: AIM AWAY FROM MASTER

comBar pRoToco: am aT meesr | I A=\

PROTECTION PROTOCOL: AIM AWAY FROM MASTER
COMBAT PROTOCOL: AIM AT THREAT ¥

PROTECTION PROTOCOL: AIM AWAY FROM MASTER
COMBAT PROTOCOL: AIM AT THREAT P
PROTECTION PROTOCOL: AIM AWAY FROM MASTER

AALIO AT B Al L s TR

\

. DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: 130%
DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: 180%
DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: 240%
DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: 360%

- DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: 390%
DOOM BLASTERS OVERCHARGED

) DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: 450%

DOOM BLASTERS DRAMATICALLY OVERCHARGED

" DOOM BLASTERS CHARGE: S60%
| DOOM BLASTERS POOPED AND GONE
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DOOM BLASTERS
COULD NOT BE FOUND

COMBAT PROTOCOL: J
?

SWITCHING TO
SECONDARY WEAPON:

HELL STINGERS COULD
NOT BE FOUND

= = ’

%
A
Y

.d.'!f.
T
RECIPE MODULE:
65% ACTIVE

SWITCHING TO
SIDE WEAPON:
HUMIDITY TICKLER
COULD NOT BE
FOUND

SEARCHING FOR
OTHER MODLILES
STILL GPERATIONAL

SPEECH MODULE:
95% ACTIVE

SWITCHING WEAPONS TO
RECIPE MODULE

[

BLUE CHEESE WITH

CHOCOLATE!

GRILLED!

/

[ =




INTERMISSION

IT'S BEEN A WHILE, MAYBE GO BRUSH YOUR TEETH
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TRAVERSAL THROUGH
THE STORM WAS
PARTIALLY SUCCESSFUL

THE
COMPLETELY SEPARATED.
THEIR LOCATION IS UNCLEAR

WHOLE TEAM WAS

/

\
THE BRIEF RADIO CHATTER I
RECEIVED CLAIMED THEY ARE
BOTH SAFE, ALTHOUGH HOWL
MAY BE EVACLIATED SOON

ﬂw-mﬂﬂ.ﬂr(r

ONA - PRESUMABLY HER NAME,

SINCE SHE KEEPS REPEATING IT - PR

IT'LL NEED

AGAIN

EXPERT WORK
AND SEVERAL
REPLACEMENT
PARTS TO FLY

TRANSMITTER,
TO AN UNEXPECTED
SUICIDE ATTACK

[ - “‘M
—))

EQUIPMENT'S SIGNAL.
HE SHOULD BE ABLE TQ
FIND ME AS LONG AS T

CHIRP IS CURRENRY
STAY NEAR THE SHIP

THE CURRENT
PLAN IS TO E-
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YOU ARE RIGHT
OH NO!!




REALLY BAD!
LOOK AT THESE

WHAT DID SHE JusTt
SAY TO ME?P

YEAH I CAN HOWL
ALRIGHT

YOU DESTROYED
PEBBLES!!




PEBS CAN ONLY ATTACK X0
IF T DETECTS DANGER
U TOMYOFUS

OH MY GOD, ZIR!
SHE DOESN'T-

WHAT'S YOUR
INSURANCE LIKE?




WAIT A SECOND,
WHAT'S GOING ON

UNBELIEVABLE

WE'LL TAKE YOUR SHIP

IT'S ONLY FARR

UNSURPRISING,
I MEAN LOOK
AT HER.







" 2R THIS
BABY HAS
FR.O.6.5.)

sionaL  [RAGs ;
RECEVER BN =
DETACHED [~

Tn o

MISSION WE MOSTLY GET
- JUNK FROM UP

THERE!

THE LAST LIVING
THING THAT CAME
FROM ABOVE WAS
DAD

IT's PRETTY NORMAL
IN FOLKS WHO COME
FROM s?l.n! OUTER

AND DAD HAD

FRO.6.5, TOO ST
> DIED OF IT




AND TRAVELING

YOU Two
ARE..SIBLINGST

Al

DAD FIGURED OUT A
TREATMENT FOR FR.0.G.5."
SYMPTOMS, ACTUALLY

CARRYING ON THE
FAMILY BUSINESS

NOT SO0N
ENOUGH FOR
HIM, THOUGH...

SIGNAL RECEIVER
SUCCESSFULLY
RESTARTED.
STATUS: 160%
OPERATIONAL

NEARBY
SIGNALS

ECHO'S SIGNA |

&

—
L: 15N

CHIRP'S SIGNAL:
MISSING
HOWLS SIGNAL:
MISSING
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ERROR: DUPLICATE SIGNAL
ECHO'S SIGNAL: 4@2KN

i

0'S SIGNAL




Hello! You just read the first issue of Homebound (or maybe you just
scrolled to the last page, I don’t know you).

If you liked it, here’s the good news: there’s more! Five books, even!
Four of them are finished and in the process of getting out there; the fifth
one is coming soon!

Find them here:
https://the.badladns.com/projects/homebound

or, hit me up at the social media of your choice @crljmb
(that wasn't a link sorry I just really like blue text)

If you didn't like it, here’s the good news: it can be over for you!
You don’t have to continue!
Be free!


https://the.badladns.com/projects/homebound

the
sketchbock
corner

THANK YOU FOR READING!/

A UITTLE SECRET BETWEEN US: BEFORE HOMEBOUND WAS
CALLED HOMEBOUND-WAIT NO, BEFORE [T WAS EVEN CALLED
HOMEBOLIND STARBOLIND-NO NO WAIT! BEFOORE IT WAS
STORED IN A FOLDER NAMED "NOT-SPACE” (IT STILL 18), IT
WAS JUST A COLLECTION OF SKETCHES OF AN ECLECTIC
GROUP OF TRAVELERS CARING FOR A SMALL TODDLER.

THEY WERE MOSTLY AN EXCUSE FOR ME TQ DOODLE THINGS
THAT GAVE ME JOY: CAMPING, MY BROTHER'S KIDS AND SILLY
JOKES. SADLY, NO DANCE NUMBERS SYNCED TO ABBA




THE INITIAL SCENE WAS VERY DIFFICULT 70
GET ACROSS (MOSTLY BECAUSE I KEPT
MAKING UNNECESSARILY DIFFICULT CHOICES,
LIKE KAVING A SEPARATE ALPRABET JLIST
FOR THE CARGO SHIP), BUT AT THE SAME
TIME IT HELPED ME SOLVE MANY, MANY
DESIGN PROBLEMS EARLY ON.

THANKS TO EVERYBODY WHO PROVIDED

HONEST FEEDBACK AROLIND THAT TIME!

YOU ARE THE REASON FOR MOST OF THE
ECHO=SHOE JOKES, I HOPE YOU ARE

@cclimb
crjmb@ outlook.com
badladns. com/projects/homebound










'T can't wait to tead it for freel”
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